
READING ROADMAP CROSSROADS AFTERSCHOOL CURRICULUM SERVES 

CHILDREN DIAGNOSED WITH DYSLEXIA 
 
The development of the Reading Crossroads Afterschool Intervention Curriculum includes the fundamental 
practices identified through research to help students with dyslexia, and other reading disabilities, to be 
successful. 
 
Children with reading difficulties may be diagnosed by a licensed educational psychologist or other qualified 
medical personnel to have dyslexia. These students will exhibit normal intelligence, and their reading difficulties 
will not be associated with any normal hearing or vision problems. Dyslexia will be present at birth and cannot 
be prevented or cured. Appropriate early interventions with specialized instruction in reading will be beneficial 
in helping a child to reach desired reading outcomes. 
 
While core reading instruction during the school day, partnered with targeted and explicit interventions is highly 
valuable, the inclusion of an aligned, afterschool intervention allows schools to maximize the opportunities that 
students have to overcome their literacy struggles. The key is that, utilizing an intervention curriculum that 
includes proven methods to assist those struggling readers in a less-structured, more interactive environment 
can prove to be an even more powerful tool. 
 
Reading Crossroads Afterschool Curriculum helps children with dyslexia in the following ways: 
  

• Teaches foundational skills in a sequential order 

• Teaches alphabet awareness, phonological awareness, phonemic awareness, 
decoding, fluency, and spelling 

• Supports children with dyslexia through a progression from phonemic awareness to phonics; 
decoding and fluency to reading comprehension 

• Words are taught through sensory-motor activities (Examples include writing words in 
shaving cream, tossing a bean bag, saying words repetitively, tapping and clapping the 
sounds) 

 
We train all Crossroads tutors to incorporate these sensory-motor activities into the teaching of different 
lessons. Specific recommendations are also included with each lesson and activities can be interchangeable 
between lessons. 
 
Ultimately, all children should be given the opportunity to reach literacy success. While reading proficiency can 
often be achieved through different forms of learning, those included in the Reading Crossroads Afterschool 
Curriculum are driven by targeted and explicit practices, proven to be successful with children with dyslexia. 

 


