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Educators, KRR Thank DCF Staff for Investment in Children 
 
Staff from four public schools and representatives of the Kansas Reading Roadmap (KRR) visited Kansas 
Department for Children and Families’ (DCF) service centers to express their appreciation for DCF’s 
efforts to reduce poverty and support innovation in the state. 
 
Administrators from Concordia, Manhattan, Great Bend and Garden City, as well the Boys and Girls Club 
of Manhattan, visited the DCF service centers in their respective cities to express their appreciation for 
DCF’s efforts to reduce poverty and support innovation in the state. They thanked DCF for investing more 
than $6 million in KRR literacy programs in more than 60 elementary schools and Boys & Girls Clubs 
across Kansas. 
 
Executive Director of KRR Andrew Hysell joined the school staff to express appreciation to DCF. He said 
that through KRR and other Economic and Employment Services (EES) programs, DCF is helping 
children and their families break the cycle of poverty. 
 

KRR, an early-literacy partnership, is funded by the federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF) program, administered by DCF. Hysell announced that the grant which funds KRR was renewed 
for another year. He credited Governor Jeff Colyer and DCF Secretary Gina Meier-Hummel for this 
investment in Kansas children.  
 

“Through its support of KRR, DCF has launched a new approach that aligns social service funding with 
early education investments to get better results for children,” said Hysell. “This kind of cross-agency 
collaboration is an example of making government work better for Kansans.” 
 
The superintendents of each of the four schools, plus Trent Jones, Executive Director of the Boys & Girls 
Club of Manhattan, visited the DCF offices in their communities to thank them for the various programs 
DCF operates to serve needy local residents.  
 

“We appreciate the efforts of DCF to alleviate poverty in our area,” said Steve Karlin, superintendent of 
USD 457 in Garden City. “DCF’s support of KRR is making a significant impact on the students and 
families in our schools.” 
 

Through a multi-year partnership with KRR, participating schools and Boys & Girls Clubs have 
dramatically increased reading proficiency among third graders. Children that are early proficient readers 
are four times more likely to graduate high school on time. High school graduates have a better economic 
future meaning early literacy interventions help break the cycle of poverty.   
 
 
 
 



 
 

“The partnership that brings together DCF, the school and the Boys and Girls Club has proven successful 
in important measures,” said Dr. Marvin Wade, superintendent of USD 383 in Manhattan. “KRR has been 
innovative in creating that partnership, and we look forward to being able to expand on that relationship in 
the future.” 
 

KRR is a partnership between local schools, the Kansas Technical Assistance System Network (TASN) 
and DCF. KRR works with more than 60 schools across the state aligning afterschool, summer and family 
engagement programs with school data and practice.  

 

 
 

(Left to right: Concordia USD 333 Superintendent Quentin Breese, Kristi Benyshek and Dorothy Barnum of DCF, Principal 
Derek Holmes, student Dakota Valcoure, Director of Curriculum and Assessment Krystal Breese, KRR Executive Director 

Andrew Hysell) 

 
 

 
 
(Left to right: Andrew Hysell, Executive Director of KRR, Kip Lee of DCF, Dr. Marvin Wade, Superintendent of Manhattan 

Public Schools, and Trent Jones, Executive Director of the Boys and Girls Club of Manhattan) 
 

 
 



 

 
 

(Left to right: Trish Bailey, KRR Program Coordinator, John Popp, USD 428 Assistant Superintendent, Khris Thexton, 
USD 428 Superintendent, Lincoln Elementary students Brody and Bentley Corbett, Kara Turner, Human Service 

Consultant for DCF, Steve Thorpe, KRR Director of Family Engagement) 

 
 

 
 

(Left to right: David Linenberger, Human Services Supervisor for DCF, Sandy Godinez, Human Services Specialist for 
DCF, Monica Diaz, USD 457 Literacy and English Language Learning Coordinator, Steve Karlin, USD 457 

Superintendent, Margarita Cruz, fourth grader at Victor Ornelas Elementary School, Erica Cruz, mother and KRR tutor, 
Steve Thorpe, Director of Family Engagement for KRR) 
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